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^^ONCE  de  LEON  was  with  Columbus  in  1493 

wben  an  island  was  discovered  in  tbe  Carribean 
wbicb  was  named  San  Juan  Bautista.  Having  beard 
that  there  was  gold  in  tbe  island  s  mountains,  Ponce 
de  Leon  returned  fifteen  years  later  in  quest  of  tbe 
precious  metal. 

As  be  sailed  along  tbe  tropic  shores  be  exclaimed, 
Que  Puerto  ricol  (Wbat  a  ricb  port!)  ”.  Shortly 
thereafter,  gold  was  actually  found  in  tbe  mountains 
and  PUERTO  RICO  became  tbe  final  name  of  tbe 
island. 


MODERN  counterpart 
of  the  Ponce  de  Leon 


legend  is  the  story  of  the 
founding  of  the  POLYTECH¬ 
NIC  INSTITUTE  OF  PUERTO 
RICO,  in  San  German  in 
1912,  by  Dr.  J.  Will  Harris. 
The  dream  of  this  Presbyte¬ 
rian  missionary  was  that  of 
discovering  gold  in  the  youth 
of  Puerto  Rico  and  refining 
it  through  education. 


first  three  attempts  to  establish  a  school  resulted  in  failure.  A 
fourth  attempt  was  made  when  friends  contributed  $8,000.00  toward 
the  venture.  Today  the  POLYTECHNIC  INSTITUTE  of  PUERTO  RICO  is 
conservatively  valued  at  over  $1,000,000.00. 


The  ideal  at  the  inception  of  the  project  was  to  establish  a  school  within 
the  reach  of  the  common  people,  free  from  all  class  distinction,  caste  and 
religious  feelings  or  differences.  Here  the  sons  and  daughters  of  rich  and 
poor,  of  every  faith  could  find  study  an  inspiration  under  Christian 
influences. 


^  The  Institute  actually  came  into  being  as  a  grammar  school,  in  March, 
1912,  with  four  girls  and  eight  boys  enrolled  as  students.  An  old  farm 
house  which  had  been  acquired,  provided  class  rooms  and  living  quarters 
for  the  students  and  the  founder's  family. 


In  the  fall  of  that  year  a  high  school  course  was  added.  In  1921  a  college 
curriculum  was  introduced.  Meantime  the  primary  and  secondary  school 
systems  of  the  island  were  improving;  so,  in  1  927  the  grammar  school  was 
dropped  and  in  1935  the  high  school  was  eliminated. 


All  efforts  since  that  time  have  been  concentrated  on  the  college. 


— /  HE  original  objective  of  the  college  remains  —  the  development  of 
every  student  into  a  well-rounded  individual,  resourceful,  independent,  of 
sturdy  Christian  faith,  full  of  hope  and  confidence  in  himself,  in  his  fellow- 
man  and  in  the  providence  of  God. 

This  objective  has  been  built  upon  a  strong  moral  foundation,  intended 
to  fortify  the  student  to  withstand  life’s  trials.  Additional  reinforcement  of 
that  foundation  has  been  a  character  building  plan,  which  develops  a 
desire  from  within  the  individual  to  do  that  which  is  right,  rather  than 
imposes  good  moral  conduct  from  without. 

To  graduate,  a  student  is  required  to  maintain  a  high  character 
standing. 

Character  development  ranks  foremost  in  the  entire  educational 
program. 


-^HE  prime  principle  of  POLYTECHNIC  is  that  the  school  should  offer 
courses  in  education  that  will  fit  the  student  to  become  a  better  Christian, 
gain  a  livelihood,  render  constructive  service  to  his  community,  thus 
improving  himself,  the  condition  of  his  land  and  its  people. 

The  Institute  offers  courses  in  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences. 

Class  room  instruction  is  maintained  at  the  highest  possible  standard. 
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Faculty  members  are,  for  the  most  part,  educators  from  the  states. 
Accreditation  has  been  granted  by  the  Middle  States  Association  of 
American  Colleges. 

POLYTECHNIC  INSTITUTE  is  particularly  proud  of  the  part  that  It  Is  playing 
in  fitting  its  students  for  responsible  careers. 


present  student  body  of  450  is  taxing  to  the  limit  the  facilities  which 
were  planned  for  300.  Yearly,  increasing  numbers  of  youth  from 
Puerto  Rico  and  the  countries  of  the  Caribbean,  as  well  as  from  the 
states,  are  seeking  the  educational  advantages  being  offered. 


The  Institute  is  forced  to  turn  away  many  deserving  applicants  for 
admission.  As  a  result  the  rejected  individual  is  restricted  in  his  efforts  to 
fit  himself  to  lead  a  richer,  fuller  life.  His  community  likewise  suffers. 

Since  the  college  is  a  private  institution  it  receives  no  government  aid. 
Today,  POLYTECHNIC  Is  supplying  an  education  to  each  student  at  a  cost 
of  $150.00  more  per  year  than  it  is  collecting  from  each  student. 

The  college  adheres  to  a  policy  at  this  time  of  neither  raising  fees  nor 
lowering  standards. 


It  is  imperative  that  funds  be  raised  to  offset  the  deficits 
arising  from  the  current  plan  of  operation.  Additional 
money  should  be  raised  for  the  expansion  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  to  adequately  accommodate  the  present  student  body 
and  give  some  slight  relief  to  an  overworked  faculty. 


1923  the  Carnegie  Corporation  made  an  investigation  of  the 
educational  situation  in  Puerto  Rico.  It  reported  that  POLYTECHNIC 
INSTITUTE  was  the  only  private  institution  on  the  island  having  a  logical 
and  comprehensive  plan  for  a  thorough  education.  As  a  result,  the 
corporation  made  a  grant  of  $250,000.00  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the 
plan.  An  additional  $250,000.00  has  been  added  over  a  period  of  years. 

While  numerous  gifts  have  been  received  each  year,  no  large  amounts 
have  been  sought  since  1923. 

The  college  now  embarks  upon  its  first  fund  raising  campaign,  with  the 
goal  set  at  $1,000,000.00. 


HE  original  steps  of  the 


old  farmhouse  in  which  the 


POLYTECHNIC  INSTITUTE  of 
PUERTO  RICO  was  founded 
still  stand  near  the  center  of 
the  campus,  symbolic  of  per¬ 
manence  and  of  the  constant 
toiling  upward  of  humanity, 
seeking  ever  higher  levels, 
ever  loftier  ideals. 


HERE  can  be  no  worthier  giving  than  that  directed  to  fostering  the 
advancement  of  youth.  A  contribution  here  represents  an  investment  in 
humanity  destined  to  yield  vast  dividends,  in  productive  individuals, 
happier,  healthier,  richer  communities  and  a  brighter  future  for  mankind 
achieved  through  enlightenment  and  education  of  the  people. 
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OUR  contribution  to  this  worthy  college,  firmly  established  on  an 
enduring  foundation,  will  make  possible  the  training  of  many  young 
people,  deserving  of  a  chance  to  make  the  most  of  their  natural  and 
Cod  given  talents. 

OU  may  take  just  pride  in  helping  your  young  fellow  Americans, 
the  youth  of  Puerto  Rico,  progress  upward,  and,  through  Christian 
Education,  become  better,  more  resourceful,  more  useful  citizens  of 


The  United  States. 
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